became Foreign Secretary at the end of 1935, Cranborne remained at his post in the Foreign Office still specializing in League of Nations affairs, and he acted as alternate head of the British delegation to Geneva when the Foreign Secretary could not be present. His deep interest in international affairs generally, and the League in particular, were, of course, paralleled in his uncle, Viscount Cecil, whose work was recognized by the award of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1937.
During this period, which covered the Spanish and Abyssinian wars and the menacing rise of Hitler, Cranborne worked untiringly for peace and un ceasingly warned the democracies of the danger confronting them in such regimes as those of Mussolini and Hitler, which he regarded as basically evil and with which he could brook no compromise. It was, indeed, because of the willingness of the Government of the day to parley with Mussolini that he, with Eden, resigned office in 1938. In a moving speech explaining his resigna tion to the House of Commons, he roundly denounced the course of action proposed by the Prime Minister Mr Chamberlain as a 'surrender to blackmail'. This speech which, perhaps for the first time, made Parliament begin to realize his true stature was matched by an equally forthright one nine months later on the Munich agreement when he said of the Prime Minister 'Peace he has certainly brought back to us . . . but where is honour ? I have looked and looked and I cannot see it'. His refusal to compromise where matters of principle were at stake was typical of the man. In the ordinary way equable in tempera ment, friendly and courteous albeit a little shy in personal contacts, he never theless had an iron will and a passionate belief that principles should be upheld at whatever cost. He was a true patrician; he stood in awe of no man and the serenity and, at times, icy objectivity of his comments could be devastating to his opponents. Yet he was never malicious or arrogant, and his private charm won him the lasting affection of his colleagues and friends.
When Winston Churchill became Prime Minister Cranborne was quickly back in office. After a short spell as Paymaster General he entered the Cabinet in 1940 as Secretary of State for the Dominions; but his days in the Commons were approaching their end. It became at this time increasingly clear that there was real need for a powerful Government spokesman on foreign affairs in the Upper House and in 1941 by Writ of Acceleration he entered the House of Lords in his father's Barony of Cecil of Essendon in the County of Rutland, although, in order to avoid possible confusion with his uncle Viscount Cecil, he continued to use the title Lord Cranborne until 1947 when, upon his father's death, he became fifth Marquess of Salisbury. In 1942, after a short spell at the Colonial Office, he became Lord Privy Seal and Leader of the House. His appointment as Leader of the House gave him at once great pleasure and the unique distinction of holding the office at a time when his father, himself a former Leader of the House, was still alive; not only that but his grandfather, the famous Victorian statesman, had also been Leader of the House. For the next fifteen years first as Lord Cranborne and then from 1947 as Lord Salisbury he was continuously Leader of the Conservative Party in the Lords; during this period he became a major political figure wielding great influence in his party and in national affairs. Some have sought to attribute Lord Salisbury's political advancement to his rank and to his family background. That these may have been important in smoothing for him the path of entry into the world of politics can be readily conceded, for, during a goodly part of his life, the charisma of the aristocrat in the old social order still persisted. But once in politics it was inherited ability rather than nobility that ensured his success. Nobility, it is true, shaped his course in that he was destined for the Lords and not the Commons. Only ability, however, could have, in the mid-twentieth century, established the power and influence which Salisbury unobtrusively exerted at the height of his career. Perhaps there is something in the remark made by a fellow politician who said of him that he had all the flair of Herbert Morrison 'with the advantage of four centuries start'.
From 1943 until the defeat of the Conservatives in the 1945 General Election he again occupied the Dominions Office and during the ensuing six years of Labour government he led the Opposition in the Lords with consummate skill and great effect. It was no simple matter to conduct affairs in a construc tive way in a House with so overwhelming a Conservative majority, and his patience and control in handling such issues as the amendment of the Parlia ment Act, the reform of the House of Lords (a topic which, incidentally, had greatly interested his grandfather) and the steel nationalization measure greatly increased his political stature and the esteem in which he was held by friend and foe alike. What is more, it was due primarily to his efforts at that time that a head-on collision between Lords and Commons leading to a grave constitu tional crisis was avoided. That the Upper House survived to retain both prestige and a measure of power is a lasting tribute to his political skill and acumen.
With His period of office under Macmillan was, however, very short-lived; only a few weeks after the new Government came into being Salisbury resigned over the release of Archbishop Makarios from detention in the Seychelles. His resignation came as a surprise to the country at large, but, although he gave the Makarios affair as its cause, it was clear to those who knew him (and was 624 indeed indicated by him later) that he had become increasingly out of sympathy with a number of aspects of Government policy with regard not just to Cyprus but to Egypt and Africa at large. His first resignation from office in 1938 over foreign policy was widely approved at the time-and even more in retrospectand in many ways added to his political stature; the same cannot be said about his resignation over colonial policy in 1957. Yet the two were alike in the demonstration of Salisbury's fierce independence of mind and his inability to compromise on matters which he believed to involve issues of principle or honour. From this time onwards his political influence waned. He con tinued to be active in the House of Lords but held no office; nor could he have done so, since his alienation from Government policy grew more and more evident with the passage of time. In 1961 he voiced his complete dis agreement with the Government's handling of the Kenya Constitutional Conference feeling that the white settlers were being betrayed. It was at this time, too, that he resigned from offices held in Conservative constituency bodies on the grounds that he ought not to serve on organizations which existed to support the Government. Later, both at the Conservative Party Conference in 1965 and 1966 and repeatedly in the House of Lords he spoke out against the use of sanctions against Rhodesia and to the very end pleaded for an honourable compromise to settle the differences between Britain and her former colony whose capital, Salisbury, was named after his grandfather. His views on the problems of East Africa in particular were, to say the least, un popular with many and, no doubt, accelerated the decline in his political influence after he resigned from office. But his transparent honesty and his courage in standing up for what he believed to be right ensured that he was listened to with respect and that he retained the affection of his fellow peers of all political persuasions. This is abundantly clear from the many spontaneous tributes paid to him and his work in the House of Lords following the announce ment of his death on 23 February 1972. Lord Salisbury's activities and influence were not confined to Parliament and Government. During the period between 1945 and its receiving university status as the University of Exeter he was President of the University College of the South-West (his sister the Duchess of Devonshire became its first Chancellor) and from 1951 he was Chancellor of the University of Liverpool. This honour he greatly valued, the more so because he became the second member of his family to be enrolled in the Fellowship. His grandfather the third Marquess was not only a politician and statesman but a well-known amateur of science; he had his own laboratory at Hatfield House where he spent his leisure time carrying out scientific experiments some of which-on spectroscopic problems-were published in the Philosophical Magazine. The third Marquess was elected to the Royal Society in 1869 and became an active member of the Royal Society Club.
Unlike his grandfather, Lord Salisbury disclaimed all knowledge of science but from 1952 to 1957 as Lord President of the Council he was in a position to exert a powerful influence on its development. It was during this period that the Royal Society came directly in contact with him and it was at the same time that the writer, as Chairman of the Advisory Council on Scientific Policy and so charged with advising him 'in the exercise of his responsibility for the formulation and execution of Government scientific policy', came to know him well. That this responsibility should have rested on the shoulders of the Lord President of the Council might seem peculiar, but it originated in the Haldane Report of 1918. In that Report it was recommended that research supported by the Government in various fields of science should not be carried out solely within executive Departments where it might well be constrained or neglected through the pressure of day-to-day needs. Instead, the concept of Research Councils pendent from the Privy Council, already existing since 1915 in the example of the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, was extended to other fields. When Lord Salisbury became Lord President in 1952 he found himself responsible for the work of the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, the Medical Research Council, the Agricultural Research Council and the Nature Conservancy and he was Chairman of the Privy Council Committees to which these bodies nominally reported. To these responsibilities was soon to be added another-the Atomic Energy Authority created by the Act of 1954.
The twenty-year period 1945-65 was one of immense importance in the development of science and technology in Britain. We emerged from war in 1945 victorious but impoverished, with an economy geared to war rather than peace. We faced a vast programme of reconstruction at a time when we were short of food and of the means to pay for the imports which we so desper ately needed to keep our industry going. Victory in war had been achieved through concentration of all our scientific resources on that objective, and it was recognized that a similar concentration, together with an expansion of our scientific effort, would be required for the task of national reconstruction. Thus it was that civil scientific policy, including the supply of scientific man power, became of recognized importance to Government, and responsibility for that policy was placed squarely on the shoulders of the Lord President of the Council advised by the newly formed Advisory Council on Scientific Policy. The placing of this responsibility for scientific policy on the Lord President was to be expected since he was already responsible through the Privy Council Committees for the Research Councils. But at the time it had one additional and immense advantage; not only was the Lord President unburdened by departmental responsibilities but the constitutional importance of his office ensured that it would always be occupied by an influential member of the Cabinet. It was because during the post-war period men such as Herbert Morrison, Lord Addison, Lord Woolton, Lord Salisbury and, after him, Lord Hailsham-all of them men whose counsel carried weight with their Cabinet colleagues-were responsible for scientific policy that Government's attention to, and support of, science and technology grew so mightily. That growth led only a short time after Lord Salisbury's resignation to a series of changes in ministerial responsibility for science and science policy, first through the creation of the office of Minister for Science, then later a Secretary of State for Education and Science and a Minister of Technology followed by further modifications which are still in progress. Opinions differ as to the merit of these changes but during Lord Salisbury's time as Lord President the old order still held. There was an air of unhurried informality about his meetings with the individual Secretaries of Research Councils or the Chairman of the Atomic Energy Authority in the Lord President's room overlooking the Horse Guards Parade. There is no doubt that he found this way of conducting business congenial, and as those who had to deal with him in those days will confirm, it was generally effective; red tape was never popular with him.
In the two decades immediately following the war Government expenditure on civil scientific research increased about tenfold. Lord Salisbury's tenure of the Lord Presidency, 1952-57, was right at the centre of this period of expansion, an expansion which but for his insistence and support might well have lost impetus in the face of the economic and political problems of the time; in fact annual expenditure during these five years roughly doubled from £13M to j£26M. Yet there were matters of importance to science in which, despite his interest and his efforts, he was unable to make the progress he wished. It had for long been clear that the Royal Society had outgrown its premises in Burlington House and that many of the specialist scientific societies were very inadequately housed. During his Presidency of the Society in the war years Sir Henry Dale put forward an imaginative scheme for a great science centre on the South Bank where, with the Royal Society as a kind of focal point, all the country's major scientific societies could be housed. This idea was further developed by Sir Robert Robinson when he succeeded Dale, and by the end of his term of office a detailed scheme had been drawn up for submission to Government. After Salisbury became Lord President Government gave general approval to the scheme subject to the working out of satisfactory plans. Salisbury was enthusiastic about the scheme-although considerably less so about the drawings submitted by the Ministry of Works architects-and was particularly attracted by the proposal to locate on an adjacent site a National Reference Library of Science and Technology. The creation of such a library which could replace the overcrowded and inefficient Patent Office Library had for years Biographical Memoirs been powerfully but unsuccessfully advocated by the Advisory Council on Scientific Policy. Opinions about the Science Centre proposal were divided in scientific circles and especially in the Royal Society, and the failure of the scheme to materialize was due more to the scientists themselves than to Govern ment reluctance. Sadly, the National Reference Library also fell by the wayside. It is true that the Library proposal really stood apart from the Science Centre, but it was generally associated with it in discussion; in retrospect, it seems to the writer that this association was a factor in bringing it to nought.
The traditional pattern of science policy and scientific research under Govern ment through the Lord President virtually ended with Lord Salisbury, for very early in the tenure of his successor changes began to get under way which in a few years were to bring about radical reorganization. Whether these changes have been for the better, or whether, had Lord Salisbury continued in office, they would have followed the same course we cannot know. Speculation on what might have been is rarely profitable; let us rather be thankful for Salis bury's great services to his country and for his wise and sympathetic conduct of scientific policy during the difficult period of the nineteen-fifties.
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